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“Strike up the Band!
It’s for the Kids!”

Goal for 2013-2014 is $75,000 to A.S.O.B. Ladder of Smiles

100% Participation per Band to A.S.O.B. Ladder of Smiles
100% Participation of Bands joining A.S.O.B.

Year of the Ambassador -
Honoring and Communication with Ambassadors
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OFFICERS REPORTS

PRESIDENT
Vince
Bobrosky

Greetings
from the Old
Dominion state
of Virginial
In some ways
it seems like
yesterday when
| had the honor
of going in line
as Sergeant at
Arms in San Antonio. Many good things
have happened in my life since doing so.
Traveling, meeting and making friends
throughout Shrinedom, and learning how
this great organization functions have been
among the most gratifying experiences of
my many Shrine years. As President, |
know | will continue to be humbled by the
mission of this organization and the people
who make it happen year by year.

In this “Year of the Ambassadors,”
one of my goals is to give recognition to
all Ambassadors who are being encouraged
to be even more involved in the various
regions. With Ralph Jubb being the
Ambassador Coordinator, | believe we can
make this a good year of communication
with al Orienta Bands. Consequently,
we hope this will assist in increasing
membership (another of my goals) in
our great organization through this
communication. My goal for the Ladder of
Smiles for this year is $75,000, and with
everyone's involvement, we hope to meet
and pass this amount! Remember, “Strike
up the band for the kids!”

| cannot go any further in the article
without mentioning the wonderful past
year Lonnie Merriman and his Lady Linda
presided over. Beginning with Midwinter
in Sioux Fallswhere Maggie and | enjoyed
the warm hospitality of al the good
folks of El Riad, to the 2013 Imperid in
Indianapolis, which was extraordinary in
all events, Lonnie and his band and family
helpers worked tirelessly to achieve the
positive results. If you missed his karaoke
on Sunday evening, you missed one of the
highlights of the convention. What fun we
had! A big thank-you goes out to Lonnie
for hisleadership.

We want to welcome our newest
addition to the line as Sergeant at Arms,
ChrisTsaros, and hisLady Carmella. Chris
has many talents, and I'm sure he'll be a
great contributor to the line as years go by.

At thispoint | would like to thank Acca
Oriental Band whose members have been
unfailingly supportive of me, and | want to
mention specifically my Chief Aide, Nolan
Stanley and his Lady Mary; Personal Aide,
Bland Wede and his Lady Judy; Woody
Brooking and Lady Deannie. Also, | want
to thank all the Past Presidents and the line
officers, appointed officers, bands, and
certainly the ladies of A.S.O.B. for all the
assistance and guidance you have given
me over the past years. A.S.O.B.istruly a
team!

MIDWINTER - MIDWINTER
- MIDWINTER! It will be held in
Charlottesville, Virginia, on April 24, 25,
26, coinciding with Virginia's Dogwood
Festival! Specifics will be in the January
issue. Besidestaking in the famous Michie
Tavern, Jefferson’s Monticello, the Boar's
Head Inn, al famous locations, don't
forget we will take part in the big parade
in downtown Charlottesville on Saturday
the 26". Bring your band uniforms and
instruments, if possible, and we'll supply
what you can’'t bring. Those who want
to walk may walk; those who need to
ride can ride. We will play “Abdul,” our
competition piece for 2014. We're hoping
that Joe Brewton will be our director! |
am soliciting 4" Vice President Tom Crow
to be our genie if he wishes, and if there
is anyone else who wants to dress up and
march as agenie, feel free to do so! What
a group we will make on the parade route!
Please note the flyer included in this Na
Khabar. Specifics in the January issue.

As al of you know, IMPERIAL
IN 2014 will be held at in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. (The Commons is our hotel.)
Information is in this copy of the Na
Khabar. Reserve your spot early!!!  We
really want you there!

In closing, | want to remind you to
help out in promoting our Ambassadors
as they work to increase membership and
contributions to the Ladder of Smiles.
After all, that's what we're all about!
Yoursin the faith,

Vince

FIRST VICE
PRESIDENT
David
McCarthy

The Wheels of
Time continues
to turn.
Congratulations
to Junior Past
President Lonnie
Merriman  for
providing agreat
Oriental Band
convention in conjunction with Imperial
Session in Indianapolis this past July. A
very enjoyable time was had by those who
extended themselves and attended. A BIG
thanksfor those Oriental Bands making that
big effort to attend and participate. Many
of them we don’t get to see that often.

All the best to our new, duly elected
president, “Ski”; Vince Bobrosky and his
Lady Maggie, and not to forget al the
officers who also moved up a notch, our
best to them as well. | would be remiss
also if | didn't congratulate Noble Chris
Tsaros of Al Azhar Shrine Temple from
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, for taking onthe
mantle of A.S.O.B. as Sergeant at Arms.
This certainly rounds out the organization,
which makes us a truly international one.
We in the officer line, are always pleased to
see good men take on the responsibility and
obligations of the organization. Looking
forward to working with Noble Chris and
his Lady Carmella in the ensuing years.
New Blood, New Ideas!

Looking ahead, a busy year awaits
the organization. First order of businessis
working for the new Ladder of Smiles Goal
of $75,000 set by Pres. Vince. Also check
out the many new Unit Ambassadorsin the
front of the magazine. These Ambassadors
will be contacting you, the Oriental Band
Units to find out your various activities. My
thought is why not beat them to the punch,
and you contact them first. As a suggestion
why not post on facebook A.S.O.B. web
page what is going on in your respective
organizations. This would also help the
Oriental Band community and Officers
to plan visits to your Associations. Your
ASOB officers have a commitment to visit
as many associations as feasible during the



year. This becomes a little of a challenge
if we don’'t know when or where. This
is something the nobility out there in the
hinter lands could be a great help to keep
usinformed.

As | write this article we have just
come back for the 139th Imperial Session
in Indianapolis, Indiana. What a hoot!
One activity that | attended was a pub
crawl, sponsored by the “Young” Shriners
of Murat Temple there in Indy. Have you
ever seen about 250 folks in green shirts
all together in mass and going into various
pubs in downtown Indianapolis? Pure fun.
Pictures are posted on facebook on the
ASOB side. Other events and happenings
arethere aswell from the Imperial Session.
Nobles, you and your Ladies that do not
attend are missing out on alot of fun of the
activities that are there for you.

Asthis article is readied for press, my
Lady Sandy and | will be in Branson, MO,
where we will be attending Central States
Shrine Association Fall Session. This year
the host Temple is Moolah, from St. Louis.
Looking at the schedule on the internet
it would appear to be non-stop fun. At a
minimum | wouldencourageeach oneof you
to attend your own respective association
session. Much planning and work effort
is exerted for YOUR entertainment and
ultimately our Shriners Hospitals are
the true beneficiary. I encourage you to
contact anyone of your A.S.O.B. officers
with questions or clarifications of matters
related to any Oriental Bands functions.
We are here to serve you, and I’'m sure the
other officers feel the same way. Our e-mail
addresses and phone numbersare published
elsawhere in this publication; please use
them. For those of you reading this article,
| would highly encourage you engage your
fellow noblesto participatein every Shrine
event possible. Theinvitation is also there
to comeand visit the other associations. We
should be Nobles having fun and seeking
out new members. Ultimately thiswill help
our Shrine Kids. Let me leave you with
this thought; let's al put an extra effort for
The Ladder of Smiles. You will see that
your efforts and contributions do make it
all worthwhile. Go in Peace.

Hope to see YOU
at the Mid-Winter
in Charlottesville, VA
April 24-26, 2014

SECOND
VICE
PRESIDENT
Scot Duncil

Greetings
Fellow Sons of
the Desert! |If
you were not
in  Indianapolis
for this year's
Imperial Session
and the ASOB
festivities  and
competitions, you chose the wrong year
to not attend! (Past) President Lonnie and
Lady Linda and President Vince and Lady
Maggie made everyone feel right at home
with a great hospitality room that was
manned ‘round the clock with lots of tasty
things and plenty to keep your whistle wet.
The HILTON was within easy walking
distance of the Convention Center and
downtown Indianapolis is nothing like |
remember it waswhen | visited there many
years ago; it's now clean, well-maintained
and Hoosier mid-western hospitality made
us all feel very welcome.

I’ bet adollar to donutsthat my fellow
officers and those Ambassadors that were
in attendance are all going to comment -
and rightfully so! - on the fun timeswe had,
so I’'m not going to steal anyone's thunder
or repeat myself; however, congratulations
and many thanks to Past President Lonnie
for an excellent year. | know President
Vince expects to exceed his lofty goal for
the Ladder of Smiles as at his swearing-in,
several thousand dollars were donated on-
the-spot!

LaterinJuly | attended my professional
society’sannual conferencein Minneapolis,
MN (site of the 2014 Imperial Session and
if you canimagine Indianapolison steroids,
you should plan to be there!!). This year,
it seemed that there was almost a common
thread by the presenters with a focus
on communications, cohesiveness and
improved/increased team-work, etc., al
with the goal to improve patient care (for
those of you that may not know, I’'m the
Radiology Manager at Shriners Hospital
for Children (SHC) in Portland, OR).

After spending five 10-hour days with
1,200 fellow imaging administrators and
getting our juices flowing, re-invigorating
our minds to “imagine the possibilities,” |
got to thinking about the overall message
of the conference and how it related to
small facilities such as Shriners and to huge
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hospitals like Mayo, out-patient imaging
centers, and so on, as well as how our
international attendeescould apply thesame
communications tools at their facilities. It
dawned on me that communication and
teaching tools could apply to radiology
just as they could to nursing or physical
therapy or laboratory, etc. Heck, why stop
with healthcare! The manner in which
we interact with our co-workers might be
a little bit more professional than how we
talk with our neighbors, those we seein our
place of worship or even at the barber shop,
but it is nonetheless, how we would want
to be treated — with courtesy and respect;
some call it the Golden Rule.

I must admit that even at such a small
place as SHC there are the usual pressures
such as budgets, staffing, patient flow, etc.,
but the over-riding payback that fills my
emotional checkbook isthereward of being
able to contribute to improving the quality
of life for our special patients. We are all
very proud of our great philanthropy and
we need to show the staff at our facilities
just how much we appreciate their heart-
felt efforts.

In spite of there being 22 SHC's in
North America, everyone is not fortunate
to have one in their town; however, there
is a Shriners Hospital for Children in
Minneapolis so | encourage you to mark
your caendar now and make plans to
attend the Imperial Shrine Session there
06-10 July 2014.

Es Selamu Aleikum,
Scot Duncil

ASOB 2nd VP
sduncil @msn.com

THIRD VICE
PRESIDENT
Jeff Moores

Greetings
Nobles,
Imperial 2013 in
Indianapolis was

another  great
time. It was
great to once

again see some
of the bands that
we had not seen
at an Imperial in quite some time come out
and compete. A great job by the Syrian and
Medinah Oriental Bands and all the others
aswell. It isonly unfortunate that we did
not get a few of those other Indiana bands
comeout and compete, like Hadi and Zorah.



Lonnieand Lindaand al of their Aides put
on agreat event at our downtown hotel. |
would aso like to congratulate our newest
Line Officers with the election of Noble
Chris Tsaros from Al Azhar Shriners in
Calgary being elected our newest Sergeant
at Arms. Chris has a lot of good ideas
for our Association and Oriental Bands in
general. | look forward to working with
him for the years to come.

Just a month before Imperia in early
June | had the pleasure of traveling to
Northern Kentucky to attend the Great
Lakes Shrine Oriental Band Associations
Jamboree. It was a great weekend and |
really enjoyed seeing all of the five bands
that were there and competed. It was fun
to see EIf Khurafeh from Michigan, Syrian
from Cincinnati, Hadi from Evansville,
Zorah from Terre Haute and El Hasa from
Ashland. One of the highlights from the
weekend was the Friday Night jam session
that had each band play a few songs and
then everyone getting together to just play.
It was also a great weekend for the Ladder
of Smiles with over $8,000 being donated
by all those bands that were there. | know
that Lonnie and Vince had as much fun as
| did this weekend and | look forward to
trying to make it next year with the El Hasa
boysin West Virginia

My upcoming travel plans to take
me to Central States in Branson, MO, in
August and then in September | am off to
Cornwall, Ontario, for my own region’s
Northeast Field Days hosted by Karnak
Shriners. We have our business meeting on
Friday, Competition on Saturday (if we can
get enough bands) and then | am planning
to head off to Montreal on Sunday. On
that Sunday they are planning to lay the
cornerstone for our new Canadian Hospital
and | am planning to bethere. | really look
forward to these tripsto visit with some old
friends and make some new ones. | truly
feel blessed to have such good friends all
over the country.

As for the happenings in my own
band, we just wrapped up our Annual Golf
Tournament for the benefit of Shriners
Hospitals for Children and raised over
$5,000. We had great weather this year,
which made up for the wash out that we
had the year before. We also are planning
our Annual Halloween Dance as well. It
will be coming up on October 26th. If you
are in the Springfield area that weekend
and want to come, just let me know.

Hope to see you in my travels around
the country, so we can sit down and have

a drink and talk about the Oriental Bands
and the Ladder of Smiles that we love so
much.

Yoursin the Faith, Jeff

FOURTH
VICE
PRESIDENT
Tom Crow
I would like
to thank the
members of
ASOB for
electing me to
the office of
Fourth Vice
President. As

with most things,
the unknown often turns out to be more
than we anticipated, both with respect to
the responsibilities and the blessings. It is
through ASOB that | have met some of the
greatest people in Shrinedom. | cannot tell
you how much this has meant to my lady
Katieand |. | would like to thank Lonnie,
Linda and the El Raid Oriental Band and
their Ladies for al of their hard work on
behalf of the organization and on their
outstanding hospitality. The hospitality
they provided in Indianapolis was fantastic
and absolutely made the trip to Imperial
special for al that attended. | would like
to give them a big TEXAS thank you. |
would aso like to thank those that attended
the Sergeant At Arms Breakfast, especialy
the Moslah Divan and the Shrine Hospital
Board of Governor members that were in
attendance. It was an interesting time for
those that made it to the breakfast, as we
raised amost $ 700.00 for the Ladder of
Smiles, and after al, that is our primary
purpose - raising money for our kids.

It is never too early to start making
plansfor your band to cometo Minneapolis
in July of 2014. ASOB President Vince has
been hard at work planning a fun time for
al. Once again, | ask that you PLEASE
send us the information on anything that
is going on in your association or band so
that we, as officers, might have a chance to
attend. We would love to attend as many
events as possible but we must first know
about them. It is through this networking
that we form relationships and that we
can become aware of your needs and
accomplishments.

I would like to extend a special thanks
to Chris Tsaros, the new Sergeant at Arms
for ASOB. He now has possession of the
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suitcase with the flags. Just don’t forget
them, you never know when you will need
them.

Tom Crow
4th V.P. ASOB
SERGEANT
IHQ‘} AT ARMS
A o % Chris Tsaros
- Greetings to all
‘q.‘ from the Pacific
‘%’! North West and
r_ . the beautiful
,7 city of Calgary,
A where the Can-
Do attitude of
the western
spirit is dive
and well.

To start please accept my gratitude
for the trust you have shown in me by
electing me as your new sergeant at arms.
| feel privileged to have joined a team of
dedicated leaders who have a firm hand on
the challenges at hand and a great vision
on how to overcome them.

You may well have read about the
devastating floods that hit our city in the
month of June. As hopeless asit may have
looked under 8 feet of water for the venue
of our annual Stampede Outdoor Show,
organizers declared that the show will
go on (in 2 weeks) “Come Hell or High
Water,” and incredibly enough they did it.
In fact the sale of T-shirts with that logo
raised 2.0M$ for flood relief. Neighbors
pitched in to clean up houses devastated
by the flood in an unprecedented show
of solidarity and support. Two thousand
volunteers turned out to register for that
effort. And it still carries on to this day.

It takes a community to overcome
challenges too big for any one person to
deal ontheir own. Our collectivechallenges
whatever they may be, can be turned into
tomorrow’s opportunities with al of the
Oriental Bandsmen working together as
a community. Everyone has something of
value to contribute.

| look forward to meeting as many of
you as | can in the next few years, and |
hope to infect you with a bit of Can-Do
spirit for a great future for Oriental Band
Music and our bands that perform it. The
Oriental Band Academy as our collective
project will require many hands to make
it areality. Stay tuned, the call to action is
coming.



SECRETARY
TREASURER
Mahlon Hariu

The 2013
Imperial Session
isover and much
has happened to
your shrine. |
would hope that
your  Potentate
told you about
the Annua
Meeting and the
business that was done there. If he didn't,
ask him, | know he will be happy to tell
you about it.

The Oriental Band had agood meeting.
We were able to vote on the changes to our
By-Lawsto correct spelling and bring them
into line with the Imperial By-Laws. Our
nameisnow Association Of ShrineOriental
Bands International to go along with
Shriners International. Elsewhere in this
publication you will find the minutes from
that meeting. | would ask you to take afew
minutes to review the financial information
that is published for your benefit.

On apersonal note, it appearsthat your
Secretary/Treasurer will be moving and
in so doing, having to change his address,
phone number, and e-mail address. Please
check the website for an update with this
information. Also, it will be updated in
the published Na Khabar in January 2014.
Joanne and | are looking forward to the
move and hope all goes smoothly as far as
the ASOB is concerned.

Elsewhere in this publication you
will find the results from the Parade and
Fantasy Competition. Your officers had a
hard time trying to pick the winners from
the excellent bands competing.

The officers are already working on
next year's Imperial, to be held in the
Twin Cities (St. Paul/Minneapolis). We are
staying in a nice hotel and you will hear
more about this in the month ahead.

Until we meet agan, Happy
Thanksgiving and a Happy Holidays.
Yoursin the Faith,

Mahlon

NOTE: Secretary/Treasurer Mahlon
E. Hariu will be moving in September.
Please watch the website for his new
address, phone number and e-mail
address prior to the next issue of the
Na Khabar.

APPOINTMENTS

LADDER
OF SMILES
CHAIRMAN
Michael Hartup

Greetings from
wet, wet, wet
Kansas. It'shard
to parade in the
rain.  Musettes
and drums sound
different when
they are wet.
So do Oriental
Bandsmen!

Maggie and | recently returned from
Imperial in Indianapolis and are getting
ready for Central States Shrine Association
(CSSA) in Branson, MO. We had a great
timein Indianapalis, seeing old friends and
making a few new ones. Congratulations
go out to all the officers but especially
ASOB President, Vince Bobrosky and
your new ASOB Sergeant at Arms, Chris
Tsaros from Al Ahzar Shriners in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada. Welcome to the ASOB
family, Chris and Lady Carmella. (If you
are interested in becoming an A.S.O.B.
officer, please call any current officer
or Past President for information and
encouragement. We always need good
men to step up. Remember, it is YOUR
organization!)

This year in Indianapolis six bands
competed. Congratulations go to al the
bands, the scores were close and in my
opinion, each was a first place band. Let’s
have more bands competing in Minneapolis
in 2014. It's not too early to brush up on
this year’'s competition tune, “Abduhl,”
and make plans to join us next year.

Immediate Past President Lonnierai sed
over $75,000.00 for The Ladder of Smiles
during this past year. Those contributions
came from regiona associations, bands,
bandsmen and their ladies, and friends.
Imperial Sir Stauss was pleased to receive
these donations at the incoming A.S.O.B.
president’s luncheon in Indianapolis. At
that luncheon, President Vince announced a
goal of raising $75, 000.00 for The Ladder
of Smiles during his year. Our kids and
our hospitals are the beneficiaries of your
support and generosity. | know it gets
harder every year to raise money so we need
to be more creativein our efforts. Those of

8

you who have unique or new fundraising

ideas please share them with your fellow

bands and bandsmen, everybody benefits.
Remember, the smiles of children DO

make it all worthwhile.

| bid you peace.

Mike

r T

APPLICATION FOR THE
| A.S.0.B.FIRST 100 CLUB |

| Name |

| Address |

| City State Zip |

| Phone |

| E-Mail |

| Shrine Center |

| Please make check payable to: |
A.S.O.B. First 100 Club
| in the amount of $100.00 |
Mail to:
| Morrie Toretsky |
2554 Pennsylvania Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55426

— —

FIRST
100CLUB
CHAIRMAN
Morrie Toretsky

Greetings
from  beautiful
Minnesota!
Our spring and
summer has not
been very good.

We hope that
everyone  who
attended the

Imperial Session in Indianapolishad agood
time and enjoyed themselves very much.
Indianapolis was great and everything was
close together. Our room at the Hilton was
like a suite.

We had a beautiful well-attended
First 100 Club Breakfast at 7am on
Wednesday morning. Congratulations to
Vince Bobrosky and Lady Maggie and to
all the line officers for the coming year. We
welcome our new Sergeant at Arms, Chris
Tsaros, from Al Azhar. The ASOB Ladder
of Smiles gave the Imperial Sir $75,000
which was great.

| am not receiving any communications
from band secretaries or members of



family or friends so the roster can be kept
up to date. We have three new members.
John L. Seastead (Zem Zem), Chris Tsaros
(Al Azhar) and James “Moose” Fitzgerald
(El Riad), welcome to the club. We do
need more new members, so we can keep
going. Please mail your name, address,
Shrine Center, phone number and check
for $100.00 for each application, payable
to ASOB First 100 Club. Mail to Morrie
Toretsky, 2554 Pennsylvania Avenue
South, Minneapolis, MN 55426. Thank
you for your contributions and support of
the ASOB First 100 Club.

AMBASSADORS

CENTRAL
STATES
Rick Moody

Greetings from
the bands of

Centra  States.
The bands of
Central  States

have been very
active playing in
parades al over
the Midwest. It
is amazing how
well the Oriental Bands are received by
spectators along the parade route in even
the small communities that host a parade.
What a great way to attract new Shriners
to our fold.

The Central States Shrine Association
will be gathering August 21st thru 24th
in beautiful Branson, Missouri, this year.
Our host temple, Moolah, with the help of
Abou Ben Adhem temple, has been busy
getting the venue prepared for 3 days of
outstanding competition. | will report the
resultsin the next issue of Na Khabar.

Another event that just ended was
the 40th Annua Shrine Bowl of Kansas
to benefit Shriner’s Hospitals. The five
Kansas Temples got together for a great
time in Topeka, Kansas, and yes, Orienta
Bands made their presence known in the
Shrine Bowl Parade.

A message to the bands of Centra
States, please email me and let me know
what activities you are involved in, so |
can include you in my article for the Na
Khabar. Also, submit your own bands
article. Everyone would love to read what
great things and fun you're having. My

email address is rdmoody@sbcglobal .net.
Keep playing beautiful music and always
remember, it's for the kids. Contribute to
the Ladder of Smiles.

Yoursin Faith, Rick Moody

FLORIDA
Robert E.
Stihler

Summer is upon
us in beautiful
Florida at the
time of this
writing, but
when this article
appears in the
September issue,
thetreesup north
may be starting
to turn into the fall colors, but here in the
land of sunshine, the palm trees will still
be green.

The FSOBA held a very important
business meeting at Egypt Shrine Center
in Tampa, Florida, at the FSA Convention
on May 4th, and after lively discussion,
including supportive comments by Sahib
Shrine Center, Treasurer Noble Ken
Shipley, it wasmoved, seconded and passed
that the FSOBA remain “dive.” Noble
Shipley stated that the 2015 FSA/FSOBA
Convention is scheduled to be held at
Sahib, and they are looking forward to
being the2015 host. The 2014 FSA/FSOBA
Convention is scheduled to be hosted by
Azan Shrine Center, Melbourne, Florida

The highlight of the May 4th meeting
was Egypt’s tong #54 presentation of the
mandarin degree. Seventeen neophytesmet
the mandarin and $605.00 was contributed
to the Ladder of Smilesfor the hospitals. It
was estimated there were 45-50 members
present to observe the neophytes meet the
mandarin.

On June 14th, the black camel
visited Noble Phil Staples of the Sahib
Oriental Band and took him to continue
playing the bass drum with the big band
in the sky. Heartfelt condolences to Lady
Stephanie and family.

Congratulations to the great Sahib
Oriental Band for earning a first place trophy
in the fantasy competition, and a second
place trophy for the parade at the Imperial
Session held in Indianapolis, IN. Nobles
and Ladies of host El Riad Oriental Band
provided an outstanding hospitality to
participating bands from El Hasa, Kiva,
Midian, Sahib and Syrian. Well done!
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Lastly, congratulations to Noble Vince
Bobrosky on his elevation to 2013-2014
ASOB President, and his line officers.
Remember the Ladder of Smiles and
the children in the hospitals.
God bless you - God bless our troops -
God bl ess Americal

MID

ATLANTIC
Kieth Oviatt

If youmissed Indy,
you missed agood
time. The ASOB
hospitelity room
was open and the
camd’s milk was
flowing. Lonnie
and Linda and
the crew from El
Riad did a suburb
job of making sure everything was top notch.
Squeezebox was there to entertain with music
and as far as | know the hotel management
only came up once to reminded us to keep the
doors closed.

The ASOB parade and stage competition
was first class. The bands that took part were
excellent and | am glad that | did not have to
judge them. The only problem with the stage
competition wasthefact that theroomwaslike
and airplane hanger and the acoustics were not
good. The Shrine parade was held on a cool
damp evening and | did not stay for the whole
parade.

When Lonnie was elected to Sergeant at
Arms he said he would not cut his hair until
he left office. He was good to his word and
at the banquet he was able to donate 14 inches
of hair for the Locks of Love project. During
the business meeting Lonnie became a has
been and the other officers moved up a spot
with Vince Bobrosky teking over the helm of
the ASOB. This was due to the fine election
procedures implemented by Jm Whitehouse,
and Chris Tsaros was elected to Sgt. a Arms
position while Mahlon Hariu was retained as
Sec./Tress.

MASOBA was represented by John
Seegtead and mysdlf dongwith Mahlon. While
weweretherewe weregbleto didribute severd
DVD’s of the Emily Mdlish story. Hopefully
thosethat got them will be ableto show them a
various functions throughout Shrinedom.

Theannud busnessmesetingof MASOBA
will be held in Virginia Beach on September 6.
Due to lack of interest by bands (could it be
we are getting old) there will not be any stage
competition.




MID WEST
James “Moose”
Fitzgerald

Greetings from
the  Mid-West
Shrine  Associ-
ation.  Another
Imperial Session
is in the books,
and what great
time was had in
Indianapolisl A
big thank you
to last year’s president Lonnie Merriman.
As one of his aides | had a fantastic time.
Lonnieand Lady Lindaout did themselves.
From the karaoke night, the hospitality
room, the competition, the lunches, and
banquet, | hope those in attendance had
fun and the hospitality was to your liking.
Check out the photos posted on the ASOB
facebook page. Shriners Internationa
also posted a 12 minute video on youtube
with very good exposure of the Oriental
Bands. It is also accessible from the ASOB
facebook page.

Congratulations to Vince Bobrosky
on his election asthe A.S.O.B. President. |
look forward to working with Vince as both
the Mid-West ambassador and as one of his
aides. | will do everything in my power to
assist him in his presidency to achieve his
goals.

It was good to see fellow OBers from
around the U.S. and Canada. Those that |
have met in Denver and Charlotte, good to
seeto see old friends again.

Congratulations to our new sergeant-at
arms, Chris Tsaros, from Calgary. He and
his Lady Carmella are a great addition to
the ASOB Line and fun to be around. He
has some fantastic ideas to share with any
band.

Life has started to take shape in the
MSA. As this article goes to print, MSA
Summer Session will have been held in
Duluth, MN. (August 14-17). As of this
writing, the MSA OB President, LesKruse,
has informed me of 6 or 7 bands to be in
attendance. Whether to compete or observe,
aslong asthey arerepresented. | would like
to be ableto report in the next issue, that all
have joined, or rejoined the ASOB.

Start making plans for next year's
Imperial Session to be held in Minneapalis,
MN. Vince and Lady Maggie are sure to
make it memorable. He hasagood group of
aides lined up, and we will make the most
out of Mid-West hospitality.

Don't forget to recruit new members. It
isour lifeline of survival.
Yoursin the faith,
James “Moose” Fitzgerald

NEW YORK/
ONTARIO
Bob Jones

?\J‘m%

PRES.

Congratulations
to ASOB new
Presdent, Vince
Bobrosky. From
al that | have
heard he will be
doingafine job for
our Association.
His fresh ideas
will do uswell.
As previously noted New York/Ontario
now is an all Ontario Association. There
are no bands in the New York area
Rameses Temple has three bands. They are
Oshawa, Sudbury and Hamilton. Our three
bands have been performing at parades and
ceremonials. Oshawa and Sudbury both
attended the Spring Ceremonial Parade
in Kingston Ontario. Oshawa performed
during the ceremony at Old Fort Henry
in Kingston. Sudbury Oriental Band and
Colour Party are an active group and have
several events each year. Noble Gord
Fraser is doing a great job. The 2014
Rameses Spring Ceremonial will be heldin
the beautiful city of Sudbury in June 2014.
The O'Band is planning many activities
leading up to this ceremonial.

Oshawa sponsored a Neil Diamond
impersonator last November and a St
Patrick’s dinner and dance in March.
Both of these events where well attended.
Parades are being attended and we are
looking forward to the fall fair parades and
Christmas parades.

Again, congratulations to the new
ASOB linefor the2013-14 year. Remember
the Ladder of Smiles.

AsSADOR AT LAR:

SOUTH
ATLANTIC
Nolan Stanley

Greetings
Nobles!  Since
our last article
a lot of things
have taken
place. Most
important  was
the instalation
of Accds very

own Noble Vince Bobrosky as President
of ASOB in Indianapolis in July. We are
extremely proud of Vince and wish him
the best in the coming year. He will make
a great leader for ASOB and do great
things for the Association of Oriental
Bands.  Congratulations, Vince. Also,
in Indianapolis the ladies were treated
to a wonderful lunch hosted by Linda
Merriman and a brunch and gift exchange
hosted by Vince's lovely lady, Maggie. |
understand the food was wonderful and the
ladies enjoyed the opportunity to meet new
people and get together to catch up on what
has been happening since they were last
together. It wasagreat experiencethetime
we spent in Indianapolis and look forward
to the spring meeting in Charlottesville
then Minneapolisin July.

The South Atlantic Shrine Oriental
Band Association (SASOBA) held their
summer meeting at Lake Norman, NC, on
the weekend of 19 July 2013. There was
great representation of Oriental Bands
present for this weekend. The following
Shrine Centers' Oriental Bands were
represented: Beni Kedem (Charleston,
WV), Amran (Raleigh, NC), Oasis
(Greensboro, NC), Oleika(Lexington, KY),
Kena (Fairfax, VA), and Acca (Richmond,
VA). | would like to take this opportunity
to thank Noble Larry Gregory, SASOBA
President from Oasis Shrine Center, and his
Lady Evelyn for hosting a great weekend.
Everyone who attended thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. This is aways a
favorite weekend with SASOBA members.
After much discussion it was decided we
have been going to Lake Norman since
1999 (just missing a couple of years here
and there). On Saturday the ladies enjoyed
shopping and the men headed out to the
NASCAR and Harley Davidson shops after
their meeting, but the favoritethingto dois
eat. If you get to Lake Norman, stop in at
Mickey and Mooch. Not only do they have
great food you won't believe their 7-layer
chocolate cake!

The summer meeting is really an
excuseto get away for theweekend for great
fellowship, to find great restaurants, do
some shopping and squeeze in alittle time
to conduct business. The next adventure
for the SASOBA family is Myrtle Beach.
If you are in the area stop by the Sea Mist
Resort on Thursday, September 26. The
day starts off with the business meeting
for the men, brunch for the ladies, then
competition at 2:00 and the awards banquet
at 6:00. It is definitely a fun filled day and



one we look forward to every year. Guest bands are welcome to
participate in the competition. If you would like more information
let me know and I'll pass your information on.

In closing, | would like to congratulate Vince and al the
incoming ASOB officers and look forward to another great Oriental
Band year. Have a wonderful summer. We are looking forward
first to a great time in Myrtle Beach then move on to the activities
for next year.

WESTERN  Greetingstoall Ori-
Frank Kastl  ental Band Leaders
and  Bandsmen-
Western States and wither-so-ever-dis-
bursed: As your new ASOB Ambassador
(Western States) along with Norm Tink-
ham (Associate Ambassador), our goal is
to keep you updated and hope you keep
us updated on things related to our be-
loved oriental bands in the West. Bands
from our Western states have always had
a high level of enthusiasm for band ac-
tivity and of course the WASOB annual
Jamboree. As you know, there were two
years where WASOB did not have a jamboree. Other priorities re-
placed needed meetings and the Association went into hibernation
for a while. No harm done, but now we need to get going again!
Norm and | have been working to get things moving with WASOB
and have been in contact with Dave Glass- WASOB Secretary (he
also wears a superman outfit but that is a secret).

| am happy to say wewill haveaWA SOB Jamboree schedul ed at
the Ben Ali Shrine Center, Sacramento CA, October 4 & 5. Thisisa
two day event (Friday & Saturday). Of course Dave Glass, WASOB
Secretary, will be sending out info soon. Hotel room arrangements
are being made at the Sacramento Hilton. It will be great to see
everyone again and play afew tunes.

Wewere hoping all Western bandswould attend (even if asoloist
is there) but according to our research and making contacts it now
appears only 4 bands will come to the jamboree. Norm Tinkham's
research indicates Asiya, Al Kader, Ben Ali and Phoenix will be
actively participating in the WASOB Jamboree. However, it is never
too late for WASOB Oriental Bands to send at least a small combo/
soloist so we can get WASOB organized once again and go forward
with what we do best- having fun and supporting the hospitals! In
addition, theAsiyaArabianswill host the Mandarin Degree on Friday
night at another location (not actually part of the WA SOB activities).
Thisisafun degree and if you have not done so make sure you sign
up. Again, Dave Glass is to send out a flyer with full info. Dave can
be reached at (916) 454-5335 (afternoon is best).

Norm has contacted El Bekal and they are trying to get the band
going again but nothing definite. It would be nice to see those guys
again.

Since |l am updating the WA SOB roster, | am urgently requesting
that all persons representing their Band drop me a line or call me
with info about their band and if it is still active and if tentatively
going to the jamboree. Some of the info in this report comes from
templerecordersrather than Band |eaders so there are some concerns
that bands are fading out to some extent in our area. If updating me
please provide the names and emails of the band officers so the info
| have is up to date and proper communication is established. Please
let me/Norm know what your band is doing this year so we can
include the info in the Na Khabar.
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FOR SALEKE

Khartum Oriental Band
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada hasa

48 INCH BIG DRUM
AND TRAILER FOR SALE

see photo above
We are asking $500.00 for both.
Other reasonable offerswill be considered.

Further details can be obtained
by contacting the undersigned below.
Noble: Bernie Gross, Secretary, Khartum Oriental Band
Phone: 204 237-4763
Email: berniegr oss@shaw.ca

Amara Oriental Band

Wishes the ASOB a Successful Year

Band Rehear sals 1st and 4th Wednesday

Our Business Meetingison the
3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:30
Our Ladies, the Harem Bélles,
meet at the sametime.

Amara Shriners, 3650 RCA Blvd.
Palm Beach Gardens, FL



Acca ¥ \\\\)
Richmond, Virginia Vy*

Steven Meagher
Oriental Band President

Greetings from the Acca Temple in
Richmond, VA. My name is Steven
Meagher, President of the Oriental Band.
We are a small band, but trying to grow
larger. The band is very close and we
have a great time entertaining and raising
money for the children. At the head of our
band our director, Vince Brobosky, has just
been installed as President of ASOB. He
is committed to our band and will make
a great ASOB President. He won't do it
alone however, hewill havethefull support
and dedication of our unit. In addition to
us he will, as always, have the help of his
wonderful lady Maggie to help him and
encourage him in every moment of histime
as President.

Now here iswhat we are doing locally
for the children, we are fundraising like
crazy, including yard sales, pork butt sales,
and the annua watermelon festival that
occurs in early August. We also anticipate
the band coming to Minneapolis next year
to support our Director. Our members are
very committed to helping the children
out in every way we can. We always look
forward to September, which includes the
Annual SASA convention that is taking
place this year in the lovely city of Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina. We will be hard
at work practicing every week in August
and September to prepare for a great
performance.

| can speak for al of us when | say,
we al love what we do for the children.
Persondlly, I, along with my lovely lady
Sandy, can’'t think of a better cause to be
a part of. We all hope to see you dl in
Minneapolis next year. Remember, we
are committed to the Children’s Hospitals,
and helping everyone live a happier and
healthier life.

Thanks,
Steven Meagher

& GOAL FOR 2013-2014:

$75,000

FORTHE LADDER OF SMILES

BAND NEWS

News (and variouslinksto videos of our
performances) from the Aleppo Oriental
band may befound at our website which
islocated at:

http://www.oband.mysite.com

Thank you for visiting the site. We hope
your visit will be an enjoyable one and
that you will return to the site frequently
for updates.

Shalom,

THE ALEPPO ORIENTAL BAND

THE OFFICIAL ALEPPO ORIENTAL BAND LOGO

http://www.oband.mysite.com
REHEARSALS on THURSDAYS at 6:30 P.M.

From the Second Thursday in January

To the Second Thursday in November

ORIENTAL BAND ROOM

Second Floor
99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578
Exit 39 off of Interstate 93
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Alzafar
San Antonio, Texas

William “Bill” Nanes
9606 Woodland Hills
San Antonio, TX 78250
wnanes@shcglobal.net

—_—

A HUGE ‘Howdy’ from the members of
the Alzafar Shrine Oriental Band in San
Antonio, Texas. | do not know how long it's
been since our band submitted an article for
the Na Khabar, but | want to start making it
ahabit. Thanksto our current Texas TASOB
president for giving me the heads-up.

First of al, the Alzafar Oriental Band
(AOB) travelled to Wichita Falls for TSA
competition. We entered in the small band
category due to the AOB numbers that were
able to travel at that time of year; end of
school and all. We shared first and second

places for concert and showmanship with
Arabia from Houston, Texas. They, having
the upper hand in overall scoring, took
home the flag. Congratulations Arabia and
ALL of the Oriental Bands who competed.
The AOB had alot of fun being among our
Oriental Band brothers from throughout
Texas. We'll see what happens next year.
IT"SALL FOR THEKIDS.

The AOB is in the ‘dark’ period at
this time. This normally occurs after our
TSA competition. We do have our stated
meetings which are required by our by-
laws (third Monday of each month). But
our regular band practices each Monday
is shut down. We start up again after our
August stated meeting. We are also ‘dark’
during December.

Even if we are in the 'dark’, the
AOB members are awaken periodically
by events we enjoy during this time. The
most important event is having our Oriental
Band Ladies join us for dinners at nice



restaurants. At the last (July 15th), most of
the AOB members and their |adies attended
and enjoyed the social and dinner. But first,

the AOB had to elect the new band director
for next season. That did not take but a
minute; our Oriental Band ladies were
more important. | therefore announce that |
was el ected to serve a second term. And no
one was having liquor (humor) !!!

Another event was a call from our
Shrine Oriental Guideto helpinbeautifying
our Shrine Center. So on July 21st, a nice
number of AOB members answered the
call along with other unit members of our
Shrine and their family members. The
objective in this phase was to paint al of
the curbs needing refreshing, i.e. disabled
parking, fire lanes, etc., and believe me
folks, we have a lot of curbs due the size
of our parking lots and marked areas.

Approximately fifty Alzafarees and about 4
hours were needed to complete the tasks.
And there was no slacking off! We ended
with awell deserve “pit” style lunch and a
fantastic Shrine Family social. Nice!!! Who
knows, perhaps he will be among the AOB
percussion section soon. Hummmm!

We also have parking lot islands that
were up for grabs. So, as President and
Band Director of AOB, | claimed a nice
one, with oak trees and all. Now our band
needs to make the island look nice. | will

be calling on the AOB members and family
to attend an outdoor social to beautify our
claim when San Antonio gets below 101
degrees. Check out my future newsletter
updates for the resullts.

The one huge event coming up is the
Alzafar Shrine Circusin San Antonio. This
event takes place on September 13, 14 and
15. The AOB will be selling tickets at the
booth as we have done for many years.
We are there from sunrise to sunset in this
small four window ticket booth provided by
the coliseum where the circus takes place.
But no matter, we pack thousands at each
show with our AOB members (small band)
and some family volunteers. A few times
that | can remember, the Fire Marshall ran
out and stopped the ticket sales!!! Nice job
AOB!

During the remainder of my term as
president of AOB (ends December 31
unless re-elected) and my new second term
as band director, | will make it my priority
to increase the size of our band by at least
one horn and three percussionists. Many of
our members are up there in age. But they
are NOT being replaced. Not by a long
shot! These guys are Texas stuff and are
our most seasoned musicians. | just want
to increase the numbers for more music
selection opportunities.

So before | sign off, | invite any
Shriner, no matter where on the globe and
well vouched for, please visit our Shrine
Center when in San Antonio, Texas. You
can contact me via my email address and
phone number at the head of this article. |
will be most honored to welcome you and
be your host at our Shrine Center. And if
possible, your host in San Antonio. Just
give me anotice.

| alsoinviteeveryonetovisittheAlzafar
Shrine Oriental Band Newsletter, The
M usette. You can access the publication at
asob.or g/alzafar-shrine-oriental-band.
html. | publish this newsletter and update
it every two months or less. There are many
colorful photos, recent events info, parade
schedule, and much more. Even a Humor
Box for crying aloud!

After accessing the website and seeing
the header page, click on ‘Newsletter’ on
the bottom right. There you will see our
newsletter. It is in PDF format. You can
therefore easily print and read it in one
of your most comfortable ‘room’ in the
house.

Thank you all Nobles!!!

Arab

Topeka, Kansas

Adam L. Villalobos, Sec.
3337 SW 44th St.
Topeka, KS 66610
Avillalobos3@att.net

Greetings from the great State of Kansas,
where some of the most awesome Oriental
Bandscall home. It'sthat time again, when
parades are in full swing and the Oriental
Band begins preparing for the competition
events at Central States. The CSSA will be
held in Branson, MO, this year. The Arab
Oriental Band members have changed
somewhat over the past few years and
the band is smaller in size, but despite the
circumstances, the OB will giveit their best
asthey have every year for the past several
years.

On the parade front, the Oriental Band
performed at the Dover, KS, parade on
June 15 and rocked the town of Waverly,
KS, in aJduly 15 parade. As usual, nobles
were treated to a great BBQ after the
Waverly parade at the home Illustrious Sir,
Paul Clarkson. The parades got us warmed
up for the Shrine Bowl parade held July 27
in our own back yard. It wasgreat to seeall
the people out participating in the various
events. It was a fantastic football game
where the East came out victors. All inal,
a great time was had by all and we look
forward to the return of the Shrine Bowl in
Topeka.

There are lots of other fun events
coming up for the OB and the Arab Temple.
The OB will once again team up with our
Brothers in the Arab Patrol for our Fall
Pancake Feed. That's afew months away,
so in the meantime, we will just enjoy the
summer fun.

While it has been mentioned before,
| offer as a reminder to please help us
spread the word to al of our nobles and
our ladies that the new Shriners Slogan
is.. “All care at Shriners Hospitals for
Children is provided without regard to a
patient or family’s ability to pay.” This is
an extremely important change to our way
of doing business.

Enjoy the summer and stay cool to our
Oriental Band Brothers!

Arab  Orientad Band Meeting
Information: The Oriental Band meets
at 7:00 p.m. every 2nd and 4th Thursday
of the month at the Shrine in our very
own private Oasis located upstairs in the
Temple. We welcome any Brother who



would like to stop by and see what we are
all about. We have a wonderful group of
men who enjoy playing music even though
the majority of the members have no red
musical background. We have a great time
performing and we are always competitive
at Central States and Imperial. We look
forward to another great year of fellowship
and the continuation of our efforts to help
the children.

Bahia
Orlando, Florida

Robert E. Stihler
3321 Bennington Court
Winter Park, FL 32792
Tel/Fax: 407-657-7521
resnwk@aol.com

With the Band having been “dark” during
July and August, hopefully the Bandsmen
will have had a restful and enjoyable
summer and now ready to renew our
“Puffin and Poundin.” The first meeting
and practice will be September 10th, so
welll be getting our lips pursing and toes-a-
tapping preparing for the October 4th and
5th Fall Ceremonial.

As mentioned in the May issue of
the Na Khabar, the FSOBA portion of the
2013 FSA Convention held at Egypt Shrine
Center in Tampa, FL, was canceled due
to a lack of adequate Band participation,
but a Business Meeting was held on
May 4th. Representatives from Egypt,
Sahib, Yours Truly and Chief Rabban
Noble Jm Gillespie from Bahia were in
attendance and it was voted to continue
the FSOBA. Hosts for the 2014 and 2015
FSA/FSOBA Conventions will be Azan
and Sahib respectively.

Following the Business Meeting,
Egypt's Tong #54 presented the Mandarin
Degree and seventeen neophytes were
“acquainted” with the Mighty Mandarin. It
was estimated that about 45 to 50 members
witnessed the event and $605.00 was
contributed to the Ladder of Smiles. God
Blessthechildreninthehospitals. God Bless
You - God Bless Our Troops - God
Bless Americal

Visit our website
www.asob.org

Get all the latest
information!

W L

Cairo
Rutland, Vermont

Peter J. Wendt

27 Church Street

PO Box 331

North Springfield, VT 05150
peterj1937@yahoo.com

Greetings nomads from the green
mountains of Vermont. We will miss again
the Northeast field days, put on by Karnak
in Cornwall, Ontario, Canada, which is
the fourth in a row, never before have we
missed so many. Wish great success to
al bands competing. | wonder about next
year with the field days being held by our
neighbors to our South. Melha aways puts
on agood weekend of activities.

Our last outing will be the New
Hampshire Vermont Maple Sugar bowl
game August 3rd at Dartmouth College.
Maybe this will be our year for victory.
After the parade, we will have our band
luncheon at the Weathervain.

After the Bellows Falls parade, we
had a great cookout at the home of our
President Greg and wife Brenda, two grest
cooks. Good time had by all, plenty of food
and camels milk. After an illness, Cammy
Allen, wife of our secretary and bass
drummer, islooking good.

El Riad
Sioux Falls, SD

Lonnie Merriman

806 N. 3rd Street
Beresford, SD 57004
Home: (605) 310-0138

obsouth@gmail.com

What can | say about the El Riad Oriental
Band except we have been redly busy
this summer. We have marched in several
parades in the area this summer and have
a few more to go before the snow starts
flying and we hang up the uniforms for
another season.

It was a great time in Indy at the
Imperial Session and the competition for
the Oriental Bands was outstanding. It is
fun competing when the bands have fun and
play the music as well as everyone did this
year. | hopeto see everyonein Minneapolis
next year so we can make the competition
bigger and better than ever.

By thetimethiscomesout wewill have
traveled to the Midwest Summer Session
in Duluth, MN. | am sure it was a great
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time, it's always fun and the competition is
usually a fun-filled morning.

Our big party is coming up in October
for the Halloween costume party and dance
with the Rumbles. Some of you got a small
taste of our party when you were here for
Midwinter. Just double the fun and add a
lot of great costumes to the mix and that
will give you some idea what this party is
like

That's about it from Sioux Falls, SD.
Hopeto see dl of you in the near future.

Irem
Wilkes-Barre, PA

Olin W. Evans, Jr. ¢
8 Eleanor Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

Greetings Noble Travelers of the hot sands.
Sit down in our favorite chair along with
some camels milk and read about the
activities of the Irem O.B.

When the signs of spring were
approaching our sultan, Jim Huddock,
stood on the balcony of his minaret and
announced to our bandsmen to open their
tent flaps and prepare themselves for the
upcoming caravans.

The first test was our yearly
participation in the Scranton St. Patrick’s
Day parade. We have been in this parade
since 1966 and isthethird largest onein the
U.S.A. Asusual the spectators enjoyed our
Arabic style of music and applauded us al
aong the parade route.

The following month the 64th Annual
Irem Shrine Circus came to town for
eleven performances starting on Easter
Monday. As usua our bandsmen helped
erect the bleachers and later dismantled
them. In addition the band sold various
novelties during the shows and excelled
their salesmanship by breaking last year’'s
record.

Our schedule continued with the May
4 West Pittston Cherry Blossom Parade
followed by the Kingston-Forty Fort two
mile Memorial Day parade.

As usua our band caravaned the
novices across the hot sands at the June 8
Irem Outdoor Ceremonial. The following
week we participated in the Waymart
Association 2013 Pride and Patriotism
parade on June 15.

As you can see our band is very
well recognized in Northeaster PA and
the spectators truly enjoy our music and
showmanship.



Our rehearsals for July were shared
with our ladies. We are especially grateful
to Jack and Kathy Powell for inviting us
to their Lake Sheridan summer home and
to Jim and Paula Connors for having us at
their beautiful outdoor pool and garden.

During the month of August our
rehearsalswill concentrate on the upcoming
Virginia Beach MASA Convention. All
effortswill focus on retaining our last years
award of “Best Oriental Band In Parade.”

All in al with conventions, parades,
ceremonials, etc., we must admit to a very
successful year to date. We are ever so
grateful to our President Jim Huddock and
Director Fred Dietrich for guiding our crew
of hard working and dedicated officers and
members.

In closing, remember the Ladder of
Smiles!!!

Khartum
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Bernie Gross

11 Rosewood Place
Winnipeg, MB R2H 1M5
berniegross@shaw.ca

Greetings from the Great White North,
although technically the title will not be
legitimate until winter when the snow flies.
Regardless, | think we can dtill retain the
title especialy in the province of Manitoba
where snow is on the ground for about six
months of the year.

Khartum Shrine is in the middle of the
parade season so the Band is fairly busy
attending a small number of parades that
we committed to. We are also preparing
to attend the summer Midwest in Duluth,
Minnesota, in August. This is a great
opportunity for us to make new friends and
continue friendships with old ones. We will
be entering the Oriental Band competition
and hope to do quite well. We have added
a couple of new members to the Band so
we will see how that works out in terms of
the competition. But the camaraderie and
hospitality are the most important things to
be gained from participating in this event.

The Bandsmen had an interesting
experience this year. We were asked to
play our music for music students at two
local universities. The students apparently
appreciated us playing for them by offering
around of applause after each song. And on
talking to them after our performance, they
indicated their delight in us playing for them.
It was very nice event, as it makes you fed
good when your efforts are appreciated.

This weekend we will be involved in
one of the mgjor parades in our schedule.
It is a street parade in atown named Gimli
in Manitoba and it is always well attended
with participants and audiences. The Band
aways has agood time at this parade.

WEell Nobles, it is time to vacate my
office, close down my computer and return
to my mundane life. It has been very nice
communicating with you and hope that all
experience good health and happiness. And
please, remember our kids.

Khiva
Amarillo, Texas

John Meyer

6803 Achieve Drive
Amarillo, TX 79119
(806) 353-6877

It’s difficult to realize another year’s worth
of competition is in the books and it’s nice
to sit back and relax and get ready for some
fundraisers! We were very pleased with the
outcome of competition and feel honored
that Khiva won first place in our class at
the All-State Competition in Wichita Falls,
and at Imperial Session in Indianapolis.

We would like to thank the ASOB
President, Noble Lonnie Merriman and
his merry men of El Riad Shrine of Sioux
Falls, SD, who were the hosts at Imperial.
We arrived and checked in to some very
spacious suites at the Hilton and most of our
band visited the well-appointed hospitality
suite of the Association of Shrine Oriental
Bands (ASOB). The group was quite
efficient and some of their members and
wives kept uswell entertained. Thank-You
for agreat time at Indy.

Aspart of Imperial, theASOB arranged
a karaoke night for all the bands in one of
the hotel’s ballrooms on Thursday night.
Sparsely attended at first, the room grew
with each hour that passed. The Japanese
word Karaoke translates to “empty
orchestra’ in English. And in some cases,
that night, it was an appropriate definition.
No harsh judgments are implied on the
singing abilities of our contingent there.
Variousvoicesfrom Khivahit the stage like
Wayne Wheeler, Recorder, Wilton Manley,
Chief Rabban Scott Woolley, Illustrious
Sir Rodney Weaver, Matt Crafton, Jack
Buckner, Ray Higgs, Kira Colburn, Jack
Buckner, and, of course, yours truly. | am
sure someone was | eft out- my guessisthat
you didn't make such a big impression in

15

our mind (and that’'s a good thing). It was
like a scene from “America’s Got Talent”.
The evening turned out to be an rip-roaring
success and thus we experienced a great
way to tolerate each other’s singing. Trust
us. .. we'll be seeing Karaoke in our future
again. . .

We'd aso like to thank John Barron,
TASOB President 2012-2013 for hisefforts
and coordination at our Texas Competition
in Wichita Falls, Texas. A good time was
had by all and once again, the folks at
Wichita Falls were wonderful!

Despite so much injury, rehab and
recovery in our Band this year, yet here
is another, so far, very successful and
blessed year. There are so many thanks to
go around. Our support from the Ladies,
our families, our Divan and their families
(hope they didn't feel like groupies this
year), and our dedicated members and
officers. A special thanks to our Caliph,
Joe Brewton, in helping us reach our goals.
John Meyer, Sultan

-]
= 1
'4

e FA

"- i -.

b

Khiva Caliph has a captive audience in
the hospitality suite



Khiva Divan and members walking
from Monument Circlein
beautiful downtown Indianapolis

Khiva Oriental Band at the 2013 Shrine
Imperial Session in Indianapolis, IN

Khiva Oriental Band during Shrine
Imperial Fantasy Competition

Partaking of the apple 'shine
before God and man
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Winding down with shuffleboard
before thetrip to Imperial

Melha
Springfield, Massachusetts
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Alan Kinsley
==

alankinsley1979@yahoo.com

Greetings Nobles and friends. How busy
have we been this summer? Very. We've
had a very successful circus this year. The
weather was great and the crowds were
large. A good combination for the band to
gather donations for the circus programs.
The whole band came together for the
weekend, had some great times, saw some
great acts, and supported our temple. As
aways, our ladies came out to support us
and did a great job keeping us full of food
(and in line) so we had energy to garner
those donations.
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Parades have kept us busy thisyear as
well. We have had the usual ones, Memorial
Day and the 4th of July, as well as some
special paradesfor afew town celebrations
like the Oxford 250th anniversary. There
has been a great showing at all the parades
so far and the band has sounded excellent.
| guess all of the practice is starting to pay
off. If any visiting Noble ever would like to
see us in action, we practice every Friday
except the first of the month which is our
business meeting. Please feel free to come
visit.

We just held our 25th Annual Melha
Oriental Band Golf Tournament. There
were 24 foursomes that al had a great
time golfing for the ladder of smiles.
Luckily thisyear we did not have to endure
thunderstorms and torrential downpours.
Yours truly had the distinct honor of
winning a trophy this year — for being on
thelast place team. Overall wewere able to
raise $5200 for the Ladder of Smiles. What
agreat day.

We continue to have a great deal
of paper drives. Vincent Callahan has
been working very hard with lots of local
businesses to get us out there and get the
word out and collect the donations. It's
alwaysgreat to beat oneof theseevents. The
feedback you get to hear from the publicis
great. We love to hear how we have helped
the families and friends of those who come
to chat with us. It's especially touching
when we get to see former patients who
come and thank us.

Well that's all folks. Hope you get
to enjoy the rest of your summer. See you
next issue.

—
-

Moslah .“M'
Fort Worth, Texas D .
Johnnie Wallace é 4

(817) 360-3321
johnnie_wallace@sbcglobal.net )

The Moslah Bedouins have stayed busy
throughout the summer months. In May, by
invitation, we made our sixth appearance
at the Historical District parade. In June
we traveled to Wichita Fals, Texas, to
participate in the Texas Shrine Association
(TSA) competition. Saturday, at the
downtown TSA parade we were the only
Oriental Band unit to participate as we
walked the two miles of parade route. In
July we traveled to Granbury, Texas, to
fulfill an invitation to participate in the
Granbury Fourth of July parade. This



event boasts of having over three-thousand
spectators and is a fine event at which to
display the Fez and show people what
Oriental Band music is al about. We are
constantly told we are one of the favorites
out of over two hundred entries.

Our Sheik, Kenneth Beck, has been
leading the Bedouins in the annua circus
ad sales campaign for the upcoming Moslah
Shrine Circus in October. Typicaly, the
Bedouins are among the top two units in
ad sales. Once October rolls around and
the Circus starts we will be profoundly
involved in the operation of the shows
covering operations from ticket reception
to souvenir sales.

Our band practices will resume—on a
limited basis—in September after asummer
hiatus. Caliph Kenny Mattoon will once
again unite the troops as we prepare for
the various fall and holiday activities. As
always, we believe the Bedouin Orienta
Band is the best unit Moslah has to offer.

Nile
Seattle, Washington

Bruce Garner .Ssn 2
15000 Village Green Dr., Condo 50
Mill Creek, WA 98012

The Band has been fairly busy this spring
and summer. We have participated intheLa
Connor, Sequim parades. Therewould have
been more but, dueto the bridge collapse on
[-5, we did not do our usual rota. We have
been able to have around 18-22 Nobles
show for these events. Not too shabby! The
last paradeisthisfall in Granite Fallswith a
possible cookout at Noble Jake Jacobson’s
place in Snohomish.

Last weekend the Band did its usua
credible job at the Nile Shrine Center
Picnic, the usual 15 of us showed up
for this event and fund raiser. Despite
equipment shortages we were able to throw
together a good time for those who sowed.
The weather, as it has been all summer
was spectacular!! Nobles Mark Goldberg
and Acki Mueller were shanghaied into
running the soiree. Given the nature of
communications and equipment FUBARS,
(the proverbial oriental fire-drill!) they did
agood job.

September holds the promise of
raising funds at the Evergreen State Fair
and our corn booth, which is our main fund
raiser. Nobles Ed Broker and his Lady Liz,
Norm (the worlds finest simple player),
Parker Johnston, etc., al will ably, just as

in the past, do a great job! Speaking of our
Norm, he has been recuperating from a fall
in Mexico that necessitated a short stay in
hospital. His Lady Sarah, in my opinion,
saved his life with her CPR intervention!
Heis on the mend and doing better.

Tonight we are having a meeting to
discuss attendance and other things of
import to the Band. It is my hope that this
will provide a new infusion of enthusiasm
for the Band that | love and have had the
pleasure of being a member for 21 years!

The rest of the quarter will be fairly
quiet excepting playing at the center’'s
Ceremonial this fall, where | am sure we
will kick buitt!

That's about it for now. So stay
tuned!!

2002 Imperial World Champions

Tlrecowvers AB.C

‘ Meets at
Nile Shrine Center
=5 Tuesdays, 6:30 PM

6601 244th St., SW
Mountlake Terrace
Washington 98043

Exit 177 (W) off I-5
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Rajah
Reading, Pennsylvania

Mahlon Hariu, P.P.

636 Ridge Street
Emmaus, PA 18049-2223
mehariu@ptd.net

EsSelamuAleikum. A few hardy soulstraveled
forth to Indianapolis for this year’'s Imperial
Session. It was good to see many from the
Mid Atlantic states representing MASOBA at
the ASOB Annua Meeting.

Rajah OB and Lancaster County Shrine
Club Oriental Band are now getting ready
for the combined Christmas Party. Because
we hold it a a hotel a Christmas time, we
must start early in order to get in line for food
service and entertainment. The two bands get
adong well and we aways have a good time
together at our parties.

We are dstarting to get requests for
Halloween Parades already. About the time
we think that we have a schedule figures out,
a town will change it's norma parade day,
and we are left scrambling to rearrange our
schedule so as not to disappoint our many fans
that dance along with us down the street.

Until next time,
Aleilkum Es Selam. Mahlon
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Rameses-Hamilton
Hamilton, Ontario

John McGraph
82 Melvin Ave.
Hamilton, Ontario L8V2Y7

The Band has not had the ability lately to
venture to some of the A.S.O.B. functions,
or the Imperialsin the States, but we should
planto get involved again. Our presentation
of $2000 to the “Ladder of Smiles,” and
$500to the“NaKhabar,” hopefully putsus
inthe good standing. Thereisso much more
our band has to offer and quite frankly we
are missing out on the fun and fellowship.
Some of the stories from previous travels
that could be told would bring tears and/
or laughter, from those that have had the
opportunity to spread their wings and travel
to places like Texas, Cadlifornia, Boston,
Denver, and so many more places. The
band is a very close unit and hopefully
it will with new members remain a very
viable commaodity in our club. It all starts
by showing up at the meetings, or joining
aunit. We are mandated to have fun so the
children can enjoy their lives to the fullest.
We continue to satisfy some of the
local parades but numbers are declining,
but for thefaithful great things are possible.
We need new members but where are they?
Look to the Lodges for the next candidate
and unit member. We have to get out to the
lodges and create an interest in the Shrine.
Set up a time for video presentations or
invite potential members to our clubs. We
have and will accomplish much more, so
when the spirit moves you, “get up and do
something.”
In the Faith:
quick.draw@sympatico.ca
John...

Rameses-Oshawa
Oshawa, Ontario

Colin Blakelock
Unit Director

Greetings from sunny Oshawa. Well, so
far we've had a two week heat wave and
now the temperatures are below seasonal
but comfortable. As usual, everyone is
complaining that the summer was late
in arriving and when it did it was too
hot. Now it's “not a very good summer.”
There'sjust no pleasing us.

Well, what hasthe Oshawaand District
Shrine Oriental Band been up to of late?In



March we hosted an Irish themed Pub Night
which waswell attended and | think enjoyed
by al. Our chef Cindy provided agreat meal
and dancing was to a live band, Cyril Way
and The Working Class Heroes who played
agood variety of music for all tastes.

The end of March saw the start of our
annual parade season with the Pickering
Easter parade onthe 30th. Thiswasfollowed
on June 1st by The Brooklin Spring Fair
parade and on Fathers Day, the 16th we
had the Oshawa Fiesta parade. Fortunately
the weather cooperated for all parades and
good times were had by participants and
spectators.

There has been a bit of a lull over the
summer months, which is norma but we
start again with parades at the end of August
and go right through until a week or so
before Christmas.

On November 9th, the Oriental Band
will be hosting a Neil Diamond Concert
featuring Mark Thomas. We had Mark
doing his Neil impersonation last year to a
sell out crowd and the response was so good
that we thought we would have him back for
areturn visit which is eagerly anticipated by
all. We should have another sell out on our
hands.

There's not too much happening with
the band at the moment. We will soon be
re starting our practice sessions to get us
up to scratch for the upcoming parades but
like most other bands we need new blood.
Where it will come from | don't know as
we don’t seem to be getting too many new
members these days and some of our more
senior members are finding it harder to
continue. A sign of thetimes| think.

Inclosing I'd like to wish you all agreat
summer (what's left of it) on behalf of The
Oshawa and District Shrine Oriental Band.

Sahib
Sarasota, Florida

Paul Pante, P.P.A.S.O.B.
915 Southern Pine Lane
Sarasota, FL 34243
(914)351-1356
mrnice20@hotmail.com

Greetings O.B.ers across the country from
the beautiful west coast of Florida. Well, the
Imperial Convention in Indianapolis is over
and a great time was had by al. We want
to congratulate Lonnie and Linda Merriman
on choosing a great centra location for our
host hotel and on running a very open and
welcoming hospitality room, where every
bandsman attending felt comfortable and well
taken care of.

Sahib O.B. wantsto congratulate all the
bandscompeting asthey all did atremendous
jobonstage. It wasavery close competition
but Sahib O.B. was proud to take home the
1st place trophy for the on-stage competition
in the medium band category. Syrian won it
for the large category and Khiva won it for
the unlimited as well as over-all category.
Congratulations go out to Joe Brewton and
his boys for their dedication. It takes a lot
of it to keep aband at that level and to travel
every year to Imperials and they deserve al
the accolades.

We congratulate Lonnie on achieving
his goal for the Ladder of Smiles and wish
Vince Bobrosky good luck in the coming
year on achieving hisgoal. Congratulations
also to all the line officers as they move up
and big congratulations to the new “ Greek
Jr.”, Chris Tsar and his lady, Camilla, on
their election as the new Sargeant At Arms.
Looking forward to getting to know them
better.

Summer is a quiet time here in Florida
for our band, but Labor Day and fall and
winter celebrations are just around the
corner and we're ready to start practicing
again.

TO THE GREAT SAHIB ORIENTAL
BAND - A JOB WELL DONE!!!

Yoursin the Faith,
Greek

Sudbury
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada

Bob Jones
259 Elm Street
Sudbury, ON, Canada, P3C 1V5

The Sudbury Shrine Club Orienta
Band & Colour Party are celebrating
our 50th anniversary and are sporting a
commemorative summer shirt with our
Shrine Logo and 50-Year embroidery...
our members appearance in our specia
shirts were just the envy of all at our recent
Kingston Ontario Ceremonial!

The band has a busy summer parade
schedule in our northeastern Ontario
region, and are also preparing for our 2014
Rameses Shriners Ceremonial Parade to
be held in our Sudbury home town. Much
effort and planning are being directed at
drawing maximum community attendance
and focus on the Shrine and our purpose.
WEe'll be practicing over the winter to hone
our musical skillstoward our local parade!

Our Oriental Band & Colour Party
supports the Ladder of Smiles, our Rameses
Shriners Childrens Transportation Fund and
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our Sudbury Childrens Treatment Centre
Botox Programme.

Pictured is our band and colourful float
inaLittle Current Ontario parade.

ZemZem
Erie, Pennsylvania

Keith Oviatt

366 Patti Lane
Pittsfield, PA 16340
(814) 563-4286 / knjoviatt@verizon.net

Well we survived the winter, and now as
| write this it is in the 90s. We have only
had one parade so far this year as several
communities have canceled parades due
to the economic climate as well as “burn
out” of the organizers. It seems the same
people do the same jobs over and over with
no new blood to help. We will be playing
for acouple of college homecoming parades
including my AlmaMater.

Our gal, Emily Méllish, is now able to
use her left leg and ride a bike. Thisis a
big accomplishment for her as some doctors
wanted to amputate that leg until shewent to
Shriners. Sheisstill selling her braceletsand
as she cannot make all of them herself she
has many helpers. They had abeading party
and 50 people showed up at the hospital to
help her make bracelets one evening. Her
bracelet project has raised over $21,000 for
the Shrine Hospital - Erie Unit. Her parents
take her wherever there is a request for
Emily to tell her story. She has her story
on aDVD and if you would like to have a
copy for your band, Lodge or any program,
just contact me and | will see that you get a

copy.




DONATIONSAND MEMORIALS

In Memory Of

ROYCE MORRIS
BY: KHIVAO.B.

J.R.BATESOLE
BY: CAROLA.BATESOLE

ALEX SHEDDEN
BY: RAMESES/HAMILTON
O.B.

JOSEPH H. REES
BY: RAMESES/HAMILTON
O.B.

WILLIAM P. STAPLES
BY: RAMESES/HAMILTON
O.B.

HENRY H. DONAT
BY: RAMESES/HAMILTON

April through July 2013

WALTER G. CRAIG
BY: RAMESES/HAMILTON
O.B.

IRVAN M. PODROUZEK
BY: PHILAE O.B.

JOE WARNECKE
BY: KHIVAO.B.

CRAIG FISHER
BY: KEITH & JOANNE
OVIATT

PHILLIP STAPLES
BY: SAHIB O.B.

EDWARD M. LOFTIN
BY: DAVID & SANDY
McCARTHY

PRISCILL CARR

RONALD DAVIS
BY: MELHAO.B.

WESLEY ALLEN
BY: FRANKAND CAROL
SETLIFF

KEN AVERY
BY: NILE O.B.

EDWARD MOSES
BY: ALAZHARO.B.

CAROLE BREWER
BY: ALAZHARO.B.

JOE WEIGEL
BY: ALAZHARO.B.

AROLD KOHRS
BY: ALAZHARO.B.

CLYDE BLEVINS, P.P.
BY: ELHASAO.B.

O.B. BY: ZEM ZEM O.B.
DONALD HUTSON SEASTEAD
BY: RAMESES/HAMILTON KEITH & JOANNE RICHARD DYER
O.B. OVIATT BY: KHIVAO.B.
PATRON'SLIST
BRONZE: ($10.00) Joe Brewton (Khiva) Maggie Hartup (Midian)

SILVER: ($25.00)
GOLD: ($75.00)
PLATINUM: ($150.00)
LIFE: ($1,000.00)
**W. Michael Hartup (Midian)

Chinese Mandarin

Think Caps

GREAT FOR NEW OR
ESTABLISHED TONGS

For further info please contact
Gizeh Oriental Band
c/o billmilne@shaw.ca

Peter Lawn (Gizeh)
Donald Moores (Amara)
James W. Mcllhattan
Richard Thompson
Khiva Oriental Band

Midian Oriental Band
C. Vince Bobrosky
Gerry & Joann Suttner
* |ndicates second donation
** |ndicates third donation

Have you played a Zenobia Reed lately?
Z.0.B. Plastic Double Reeds

* Type RZ for 14" Chinese Musettes and
16" Double Reed Musettes
e TypelLZ for 18" Chinese Musettes

All Reeds are guaranteed to play or
you may return them for replacement.

Mail to:

“Reeds’ Zenobia Oriental Band
c/o Daniel Verra

3903 Lucille Dr.

Lambertville, M1 48144-9503

(min) 3 for $6.00
(734) 856-4332
danny @toast.net

Zenobia

Meets 1st Monday of every month.
Zenobia Shrine
8048 Broadstone Blvd.
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Perrysburg, OH 43551




Wishes the ASOB another
great year for the
Ladder of Sm/es

We meet every Friday night for social
hour and band practice at 6:30.

Our Business Meeting is the
15" Friday of each month.

Melha Shriners, 133 Longhill Street,
Springfield, Mass

Articles for publication are due
December 1st for the January
issue, April 1st for the May issue,
August 1st for the September
issue. Please have your articlesin
by the due date. Be sureto include
with your article the name of the
association or band, your name

and address. My e-mail addressis
kpc@elmorerr.com. For those

who need to submit a photo, please e-mail a high resolution photo
for better quality. Articles written for the Na Khabar may be edited.
Thank you!

NA KHABAR ADVERTISING RATES

lcol.inch......... $15.00 V4 page............ $86.00
2 col. inches......$25.00 12 page.......... $165.00
3col. inches......$36.00 Full Page......... $315.00
4 Cal. inches.....$47.00 Inside Cover ...$350.00
5 Cal. inches.....$58.00

10% Discount for three issues NOTE: a 50% discount will be
given to each band for ads announcing their meeting place and
time, if payment of threeissuesaccompaniesorder. Contact Mahl-
on Hariu, PP, for information (610) 965-5652 or mehariu@ptd.
net. Make checks payableto ASOB and mail to: Mahlon E. Hariu,
PP, Secretary/Treasurer ASOB, 636 Ridge Street, Emmaus, PA
18049-2223. Be sure to include your ad information.
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2012-2013 TOP 10 BANDS

El Karubah Oriental Band ..........ccccoeeveereeeeeereerennn, $11,370.00
El Riad Oriental Band............ccoceeevveevereieeeceecreeeeeenn, $8,025.00
Melha Oriental Band .........ccccovveveieeeeeveecee e $7,051.70
Elf Khurafeh Oriental Band...........ccccevveeviceeiveeecineene, $5,000.00
Nile Oriental Band...........cooeevevviveiececececeeee e $4,547.08
Modlah Oriental Band............ccceeeeereveeeiieeiieeenieeeereeene, $2,920.00
Lancaster County Oriental Band ...........cccceeevveireeeennee. $2,910.00
Rameses - Hamilton Oriental Band............ccccceveveveneee. $2,000.00
Midian Oriental Band...........ccccevevireeeeeieeieeeseeeeeeenes $1,875.25
Zem Zem Oriental Band..........cccoeeveeveeeeeeeeiecececeenns $1,865.00
11-15
Al Bedoo Oriental Band...........ccccevvveeeerevenecniceesvenens $1,604.00
AccaOriental Band .........ccccevevveeeeeeieeeeeseeeee e $1,600.00
KhivaOriental Band..........cccccevvvevereeeeeviereieeeseeeere e $1,500.00
Rajah Oriental Band ..........cccccoeveeeiviecceeceeree e, $1,475.00
AmaraOriental Band..........ccccceeeeveeeeeiecececece e $1,429.46
OTHER BANDS
Rameses-Oshawa Oriental Band...........ccccoeeevvveeeerenene. $1,344.11
Abdallah Oriental Band............cccoeevevverereeieceeesevene $1,200.00
Syrian Oriental Band..........ccccveveveveveveverererereeererevevenas $1,040.00
Hadi Oriental Band...........cccoeeveveveeeeeeiee et $1,000.00
IsmailiaOriental Band..........ccccocevveveeveveeieeeeeeere e $1,000.00
Sahib Oriental Band...........cccoevveeieeiiee e $840.00
ZenobiaOriental Band.........cccooovveeeeieceieecece e $750.00
ArabiaOriental Band...........cccceeevevveeiieieireeesieeere e $670.00
Beni Kedem Oriental Band .........c.cocceeveevveveeeiseveeeenns $605.00
Azan Oriental Band .........ccccvvveeriveeeiee e $525.00
Ararat Oriental Band .........cccceeeeeeeeecececece e $500.00
Mocha Oriental Band.............cccoovvvirieieieceie e $500.00
Sharon Oriental Band ..........ccccovveveieieie e $500.00
Araba Oriental Band..........ccceveveveeeieiereeeeeseree e $445.00
Al Kader Oriental Band...........cccevevveveveveeeseeee e $430.00
JaffaOriental Band..........cocceviveeivceeirieececee e $375.00
Cairo Oriental Band...........cccoevveeeieeieeseeeseee e $335.00
Al Zahar Oriental Band .........cccoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $300.00
Abou Ben Adhem Oriental Band............ccccoveeveeeiveennnnee. $250.00
El Hasa Oriental Band..........ccccevvveeeivivenecee e $250.00
Korean Oriental Band...........ccocveeevieereveeesserees s $250.00
El Kahir Oriental Band...........cccovveeeirieeeeiee e $200.00
Irem Oriental Band...........cccevvveeeiieeeiiee e $200.00
El Bekal Oriental Band...........cccooveeevieeeieeeceeeeee e $170.00
Alzafar Oriental Band..........ccoooevvieeeeececeeeeeee e $125.00
Arab Oriental Band...........cccceviveeiveeeireeeecee e $100.00
Salaam Oriental Band..........ccccovvveveeiececeiee e $100.00
Zuhrah Oriental Band..........cccovveieieeeieeieeeeeeere e $80.00
Philae Oriental Band..........c.ccccevveiireeeieeeeecee e $50.00
LuLu Oriental Band........cccoeeveeeeeeeereeeereeiecreereere e $25.00
NEW TOP BANDS
Nile Oriental Band............cceevevvvereeeeesereee e $1,879.00
Ismailia Oriental Band..........cccoevveveerereeeesereseeseeveenns $1,000.00
Melha Oriental Band ...........c.coevvveeeiveeeiveeesiecee e $1,000.00
AccaOriental Band ...........ccccoveerieveeieeceieeeeeeee e $600.00
Al Bedoo Oriental Band..........ccccoveeeeieceiecececece e $500.00
Moslah Oriental Band.........cccoceeeeeeeeeeeeececececeeceeene, $500.00
Sahib Oriental Band...........ccveveevveveeeeiereeeeeee e $350.00
Khiva Oriental Band..........ccccevereeeeeseveeesesereseeseveesenenns $270.00
JaffaOriental Band...........ccocevieeiveeeireeeeecee e $200.00
El Karubah Oriental Band ...........cccovevieeeieeeeiee e $25.00
11-15
Zem Zem Oriental Band.........ccoocevveeeevieeeecee e, $25.00



(Spring)
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2014 IMPERIAL SESSION
July 5 - Jduly 10, 2014

The Commons Hotel
615 Washington Ave. Southeast
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Contact Mahlon Hariu, A.S.O.B. Secretary / Treasurer for all questions:
Phone: 610-965-5652 / Email: mehariu@pdt.net

*** Room Rateis $139.00/night (plustax) AND $20.00 Imperial Fee ***

All times and meeting room info will be printed in the Na Khabar in January.

To: Mahlon Hariu The Commons Hotel

Re: 2014 A.S.O.B. Imperia Sessiom 615 Washington Ave. Southeast

636 Ridge Street . Minneapolis, MN 55414
A.S.O.B. Reservation Request

Emmaus, PA 18049-2223 & (612) 379-8888

(610) 965-5652

I/We plan to attend the 2014 ASOB Imperia Session. Please reserve a room at the ASOB Headquarters Hotel,
The Commons Hotel

Arrival Date: DepartureDate: ShrineCenter:
Noble: Lady:

Address

City: Province/State: Postal Code/Zip:
Phone:( ) E-malil:

Room Type Preferences

Your room type preferences will be submitted with your reservation and are subject to hotel availability.
Q King Bed O Two Beds O No Preference a Non-Smoking a Smoking
O H/CAccessible 4 Small refrigerator for medical purposes

STASH Card #

Please remit $139.00 U.S. Funds plus $20.00 Imperial Fee. M ake cheque/check payableto: Association of
Shrine Oriental Bands (cancelled cheque/check is your receipt.) A confirmation email will be sent to you, if you
listed your email address.

Date: Signature:




The Association of Shrine Oriental Bands I nternational

The Annual Meeting of the Association of
Shrine Oriental Bands International was
held at the Indianapolis Hilton on July 3,
2013. President Lonnie Merriman called
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM, EDT.

President Merriman called on A.S.O.B.
Chaplainto givetheinvocation, followed by
the Shrine pledge to the flags of all Shrine
Countries, lead by Sergeant At Arms, Noble
Tom Crow. President Merriman then asked
the Sergeant At Arms, Noble Tom Crow, to
read the Roll Call of those present. A.S.O.B.
Officers - 5, Past Presidents - 11, Voting
Delegates - 8.

A.SO.B. AUDIT REPORT:

The Auditors reported that al books of the
Treasurer and Ladder Of Smiles Chairman
had not been audited as yet, but would be
audited following the meeting. After the
meseting an audit was performed and no
discrepancies were found. The Ladder
Of Smiles Chairman and Treasurer were
commended on keeping good records.

A.SO.B. SEC./TREAS. REPORT:

A motionwasmadeand seconded to dispense
with the reading of the Minutes from the
Annual Meeting of 2012, and theMid Winter
Meeting, as they were published in the Na
Khabar and sent by email to al concerned.
Motion Approved. The Secretary/Treasurer
then gave the Financial Report for July 1,
2012 through June 30, 2013 for the three
accountsoperated by theA.S.O.B. AMotion
was made and seconded to approve the
report as read. Approved. (The full report
will be published in the September 2013
issue of the Na Khabar.) The Secretary/
Treasurer reported that he had attended
the M.A.SO.B.A. Mid-winter Meeting
in Reading, PA. The Secretary/Treasurer
reported no outstanding bills or previously
uncommunicated communications.

OFFICERSREPORTS:

First Vice President:

Noble Vince Bobrosky reported that al
was set for the 2014 Imperial Session in
MinneapoligSt. Paul. The ASOB will be
housed at a Downtown Minneapolis Hotel.
Mid-winter will be in April 2014 in VA at
the Dogwood Festival.

Second Vice President:

Noble Dave McCarthy reported that the
2015 Imperia will bein Houston, TX, &t the
Marriott. Mid-winter in March 2015.

ANNUAL MEETING
July 3, 2013

Third Vice President:
Noble Scot Duncil’s Imperia will be in
Daytona Beach, FL.

Fourth Vice President:

Noble Jeff Moores's thanked al for their
help this year, and thanked all for getting
their reservationsin early.

Sergeant At Arms:
Noble Tom Crow thanked all officers and
Nobles for their help this past year.

President:
Noble Lonnie Merriman thanked all for their
great help and participation this past year.

Ladder Of Smiles:

Noble W. Michag Hartup reported that
we collected, during the 2012/2013 year,
$75,670.00, which will beturned over to the
Hospital at the Presidents Luncheon today.
The“Kick Off” fund for incoming President
VinceBobrosky wasrunasusual. Donations
are being cheerfully accepted by Noble Joe
Brewton and will be turned over to Noble
Hartup at the end of the Imperial. Goal for
2013 - 2014 is $75,000.00 for Noble Vince.

First 100 Club:

Noble Morrie Toretski reported that the First
100 Club has 269 members out of 300 slots
for the year 2012/2013 as of this Meeting.
Noble Morrie will do more promotion of the
First 100 Club this year.

Music Librarian:

Noble Paul Gluck again reported that he has
agreat amount of music available for bands.
Get it on the Web, it's dl there. Paul aso
reported that heis trying to organize a band
to play at the East/West Shrine game.

OLD BUSINESS:

A motion having been made and seconded
a the 2012 Annua Meeting to change the
name of the Association from Association
of Shrine Oriental Bands of North America
to Association of Shrine Oriental Bands
International, and to change all references
in the By-Laws from North America to
International . Further it wasvoted to do some
housekeeping to the By-Laws to correct
misspelled words. The full corrected copy
is attached as an addendum to these minutes
for future reference. A motion was made,
and seconded, to make all these changes to
the By-Laws. A vote at two consecutive
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annual meetings is needed to change the
By-Laws, and this has been done with this
vote.

NEW BUSINESS:

A motion was made to change the awards
from trophies to plagues a the Parade
and Fantasy Competition. Seconded and
approved. Thiswasdoneto save money and
to make it easier for everyone to take their
awards home on airplanes.

ELECTIONS:

President Merrimaninstructed Past President
Jim Whitehouse to oversee the nominations.
Past President Whitehouse caled for
nominations for the office of President of
A.S.0O.B. A motion was made and seconded
to nominate Noble Vince Bobrosky to the
Office of President for the year 2013/2014.
Having no other nominations after three
calls, the nominations were closed and
the Secretary/Treasurer was instructed to
cast a unanimous ballot for Noble Vince
Bobrosky as President of A.S.O.B. for the
year 2013/2014.

Nominations were then opened for the
office of First Vice President of A.S.O.B. for
theyear 2013/2014. A motionwasmadeand
secondedtonominateNobleDavidM cCarthy
for the office of First Vice President. There
being no further nominations after three
calls, the nominations were closed and the
Secretary/Treasurer was instructed to cast a
unanimous ballot for David McCarthy to the
office of First Vice President of A.S.O.B. for
the year of 2013/2014.

Nominations were then opened for the
office of Second Vice President of A.S.O.B.
for the year 2013/2014. A motion was made
and seconded to nominate Nobl e Scot Duncil
to the office of Second Vice President. There
being no further nominations after three
calls, the nominations were closed and the
Secretary/Treasurer was instructed to cast a
unanimous ballot for Noble Scot Duncil as
Second Vice President of A.S.O.B. for the
year 2013/2014.

Nominations were then opened for the
office of Third Vice President of A.S.O.B.
for the year 2013/2014. A motion was made
and seconded to nominate Noble Jeff Moores
for the office of Third Vice President. There
being no further nominations after three
calls, the nominations were closed and the
Secretary/Treasurer was instructed to cast
a unanimous ballot for Noble Jeff Moores
as Third Vice President of A.S.O.B. for the



year 2013/2014.

Nominations were then opened for the
office of Fourth Vice President of A.S.O.B.
for the year 2013/2014. A motion was made
and seconded to nominate Noble Tom Crow
for the office of Fourth Vice President.
There being no further nominations after
three calls, the nominations were closed
and the Secretary/Treasurer was instructed
to cast a unanimous ballot for Noble Tom
Crow as Fourth Vice President of A.S.O.B.
for the year 2013/2014.

Nominations were then opened for the
office of Sergeant At Arms of A.S.O.B. for
theyear 2013/2014. A motion wasmade and
seconded to nominate Noble Chris Tsaros
for the office of Sergeant At Arms. There
being no further nominations after three
calls, the nominations were closed and the
Secretary/Treasurer was instructed to cast a
unanimous ballot for Noble Chris Tsaros as
Sergeant At Arms of A.S.O.B. for the year
2013/2014.

Nominations were then opened for the
office of Secretary/Treasurer of A.S.O.B. for
theyear 2013/2014. A motionwasmadeand
seconded to nominate |1l Sir Mahlon Hariu,
PP. for the office of Secretary/Treasurer.
There being no further nominations after
three calls, the nominations were closed and
the Second Vice President was instructed to
cast a unanimous ballot for I1l. Sir Mahlon
Hariu, PP as Secretary/Treasurer of
A.S.O.B. for the year 2013/2014.

The President then asked al who had
been elected whether or not they would
accept the position. All answered positive.

President-Elect Noble Vince Bobrosky
gave an acceptance speech which was
short and sweet. All programs that Noble
Merriman put in place will continue.
The Ladder Of Smiles goal for the year
2013/2014 will be $75.000.00.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:
President Merriman relieved all Officers of
their assignmentsand will need the President
Elect to regppoint them to their new duties
after he takes office at the luncheon today.

The4th Vice President escorted the new
Sergeant At Arms to the Ladies Luncheon
for introductions.

There being no further business to
come before the Association, the meseting
was adjourned in harmony a 10:.01 AM
EDT.

The Benediction was given by the
Chaplain.

Yoursin the Faith,

Mahlon E. Hariu, PP,
A.S.O.B. Sec/Tress.

Association Of Shrine Oriental Bands I nter national

Summery of U.S. Operating Funds, July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013

Balance: JUlY 1, 2012.......cooieeieriesieieesesieee e
Revenue:

2013 PatronS FUNG .......c.ouvviiveerieieieinireseseeee e $1,000.00
ASOB DUES.......occveeteeeeeteeteeceeeteeeeeeste e ste s eeesteeresaen $7,848.00
C&A DUES TIANSIEY ...t eeee e rere e $1,700.00
Fantasy Registration (2012).........ccccceevvvveviuereveceneiesiennas $ 70.00
First 200 ClUD ....coovvieiececveiee e $ 300.00
Imperial ROOMS 2012..........ccovireeiieeeeneeee e $ 40.00
2013 Imperial ROOMS.........ccovieiierererereeiessese e $7,256.00
INEErESt INCOME......vvieiiiiiseree et $ 159
NaKhabar AQVertising ........ccccoeeeereerneereeneseeseeens $ 129.00
Total Revenue: July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013........ccoovvevierenesesieriennns
Revenue Balance: June 30, 2012 .........ccceierreennrieneesenreesesrees e
Expenses:

15t 100 Club BadgeS .....cccvrvererereircreirieieisisesiseeseeeeeieesees $ 3272

[ [0 010 = 01 R $3,000.00
Bank IMage FeE ......ccuveeiiiectecece e $ 64.39
Imperial Binder FEE (2014)........ccovveereeeereeeseeseenens $1,000.00
2012 Imperial RefUNd ..o $ 142.00
2012 Imperial Hotel Payment .........cccceeveveveeerceciereseenne, $5,964.00
NaKhabar Mailing .......cccoovveirneiieessee e $2,017.55
NaKhabar Printing .......ccccoeeereeineensee e $1,442.00

Na Khabar TYpesetting.........cccceeevviererieeeseeee e $2,100.00
POSLAGE ... vevveeririiereiete et $ 170.88
SEBHONAIY ..t $ 499.05
TrOPNIES ... $1,130.00
IMPErial MEaIS.........c.ciieiieeteeet s $ 158.00
IMPEFTAl A oo $ 750.00
ASOB FlagS......cooiveiiiieeeeeceeee e $ 74.09
AWAITS ..ottt $ 820.38
Total Expenses: July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013........ccccovereeierereneinnens
ACCOUNT BALANCE: June 30, 2013......cccoieeieeeereeeeree e

U.S. Savingg/First 100 Club

Summery of Account July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013

Balance: JUlY 1, 2012.......cceieieeeesiereiee e

Revenue:
DividendS & INEEIESE.......eooveeeeeeeeeeeee e $2,326.18

Total Revenue: July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013........cccoveieeereneienenieniens
Revenue Balance: JUne 30, 2013 ........cooieieieieeeeeeteecee et

EXPENSES. ..oviiectiieieiee et $ 0

Total Expenses: July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013.........cceoeeereneieneniennns
ACCOUNT BALANCE: June 30, 2013.......ccoeurureenererereeeeieneesenesesenes

Canadian Checking/Savings Account

Summery of Account July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013

Balance: JUlY 1, 2012.......ccoieiiecierieeeese e
Revenue:

DIUBS ..ottt ettt et e e et e s e et e e e areernennenn $1,170.00
Ladder Of SMIlES.......cceciieiieciceceeeeee e $2,244.00
Patron FUNG..........oceiieiiee et $ 500.00
D610 Lo o FEURE TSR $ 100.00
IMperial ROOMS.........covvviuiirieiiees e $ 104.0